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Check us out on Facebook! 
Our Facebook site is:   
“Alpha Zeta Fraternity—Cornell Chapter”   

AZ Summer Picnic 

Saturday, August 11th, 2018  

 Wellesley Island, 44927 Cross  

  Island Road, Fairview, NY 

 Hosted by Ben Timerman ‘00 

 Join us on the shores of the St 

Lawrence River!  Arrive around noon 

and Dr. Baker Chicken for lunch at 

1pm.  Spend the weekend and visit 

Boldt Castle or tour the islands. Plenty 

to see.  $15 per adult. RSVP to 

jap255@cornell.edu or 607-220-6139. 

 $7 per car to enter the park 

 Please send correspondence to: 

Alpha Zeta                                      

PO Box 5077   

   Cortland, NY 13045 

AZ NEWS   
July 2018   SUMMER EDITION 

The current AZ Actives in our              

annual porch photo! 

KENT WELLS FUND GETS A NEW LOOK 

The Kent L. Wells Memorial Scholarship was established in 1969 
by the family and friends of Kent Wells ’64, after Kent’s untimely 

death in a motorcycle accident at age 27. 

To date the scholarship has financially aided 48 Cornell students 
who were members of Alpha Zeta fraternity. The scholarship was 
administered by the National Alpha Zeta Foundation. The Foun-
dation recently announced this year’s scholarship would be the 

last as the funds have been exhausted. 

The family and friends of Kent Wells have decided to continue the 
scholarship with a new funding effort. The administration of the 
funds will be done at the local level through the Cornell Agricul-

ture and Life Sciences (CALS) Charitable Trust. 

The CALS Charitable Trust was established in 1991, in part, to 
collect and administer tax deductible contributions to build a new 
Alpha Zeta Fraternity house to provide housing for Cornell stu-
dents. The Trust has access to Cornell investments and the divi-
dends from the scholarship principal will be used the fund the 
scholarship. The Trust is administered by trustees appointed by 
the CALS Dean. The trustees are all Alpha Zeta Fraternity alum-

ni. 

The scholarship will be for a minimum amount of $500. It will be 
made available to a deserving senior member of Cornell Alpha 
Zeta Fraternity who has financial need, a strong academic perfor-

mance and “evinces the spirit of Alpha Zeta Fraternity”.  

The scholarship will be awarded at the Cornell Alpha Zeta annual 
meeting held in Ithaca NY, starting in the fall of 2018. Each recipi-
ent should contact the Wells family (Brett Wells, 253 Phillips 
Lane, Riverhead, NY 11901) with a letter briefly explaining their 
majors, interests, activities, and anything else they would like the 

Wells family to know about themselves. 

Tax deductible contributions to the scholarship can be made by 

writing a check to Cornell University and mail to:   

Kristine Lange, CALS Alumni Affairs & Development,                     

274 Roberts Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853.   

Kristine reported $14,500 in the fund as of June 6th.  Donations 

are still encouraged to reach our goal of $20,000. 
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New Brothers and Sisters of Alpha Zeta Cornell         

 

 

AZ Cornell Welcomes New Freshmen this Spring 2018! 
 

Sohela Dhillon, an Animal Science major from Binghamton, NY, joined AZ 
because she wanted to be around people that shared similar interests and 
experiences but also to learn about the many aspects of the world of agri-
culture that she didn't know much about. She said, “I've made so many 
amazing friends and I can't wait to see many more people join and to help 
them have the same amazing welcoming experience that I did!” 
 
Samantha Merrill, a Communications major from Stratham, NH, joined be-
cause many of the active members come from farm backgrounds with in-
terest in agriculture, grew up on a dairy farm, and she had never gone to 
school with/gotten to be around other farm kids before. She says that she, 
"loved AZ’s dedication to academics and fostering a strong, supportive 
community both within AZ and through involvement with the greater Cor-
nell and Ithaca communities.” Samantha is the current Junior Ag Day Chair 
and plans for Ag Day Fall 2018 and excited to learn the ropes and help 
come up with new events and sponsors. She will be the Senior Ag Day 
Chair next year. 
 
Madison Robinson is an Animal Science major from Redding, CT. She 
joined AZ because she wanted to be a part of a group with common 
interests in agriculture and animals, something she said hadn’t really 
experienced yet with her friends or her first semester freshman clas-
ses. “In AZ I have found a group of people who, despite their various 
backgrounds and differences, have come together and seem to genuinely care about each other, and who 
have provided me with a welcoming environment and academic guidance in a pretty large and stressful 
school.” In the future, she looks forward to getting to know everyone more and getting further involved in 
events or service activities and the field of animal agriculture. 
 

Philanthropy 

Our beloved Philanthropy Chair of 4 semesters, Alanna Staffin ‘19, and several other active members 
helped plan and organize numerous philanthropy opportunities throughout this past spring semester.  In ad-
dition to our commitment as members of the IFC to individually perform 10 hours of community service per 
semester, we collectively participated in our fairly regular annual events including writing letters to veterans 
and soldiers, hosting a blood drive on campus through the Red Cross, and attending Greeks Give Back.  
We also hosted Ag Day this semester (see Stephanie Bishop’s “Ag Day” section) and donated the proceeds 
to Tompkins County 4-H.  AZ actives participated in other 4-H events as well.  We volunteered for their Ag-
stravaganza event, delivered presentations for a few local 4-H clubs, and are currently developing an after-
school program led by AZ actives that will debut this coming fall semester.  Other philanthropy activities this 
semester included participation in Relay for Life, Science Olympiad, and Cornell’s Block and Bridle Barn-
yard Fun Day.  Thank you to all of our actives for dedicating a collective 500+ hours of service, and thank 

you to Alanna for orchestrating so many opportunities for our involvement in the community! 

Hannah Merrill ‘19, Scribe 

New Members: L-R:  Madison Robinson ‘21, 

Sohela Dhillion ‘21, Samantha Merrill ‘21 
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Chancellor’s Report 

To say that the last semester at Alpha Zeta was a whirlwind would be a 
gross understatement.  We had our ups and downs, and by no means 
are all of our problems resolved, but I firmly believe that we are a better 

Chapter than when we started.  

Rush was a particularly turbulent time for our Chapter this year. A com-
bination of factors including the negative press surrounding Greek Life 
led to a less than stellar recruitment turnout for many IFC Chapters in-
cluding us. With this in mind we have been working diligently this past 
semester to prepare ourselves for the two rush periods in the coming 
academic year. Despite the low turnout, three new members completed 
the pledging process and were initiated in March. What their pledge 
class lacked in quantity they more than made up for in quality, and I look 

forward to seeing what they accomplish in the future. 

This semester saw the return of Ag Day to the Ag Quad in April. Thanks 
to the tireless efforts of the Ag Day Committee, it was an incredibly suc-
cessful event. To ensure that this tradition continues in full force for 
years to come, the Chapter decided to create two elected Ag Day Chair 
positions. Marlie Lukach ‘20 and Sammy Merrill ’21 will hold them start-

ing in the fall semester. 

This semester also saw the reorganization of the House’s budget and 
bank accounts thanks to our Treasurer Stephanie Bishop ’19. The ac-
counts had been accumulating excess funds in the past few years and 
the Chapter decided to spend some of the money on house improve-
ment projects like new couches and new flooring. The remainder of the 
money was moved into an investment fund co-managed with the Corpo-
ration Board rather than letting it sit in our account unused. The revenue 
from the newly established Cornell Chapter Reserve Fund will help to 
supplement new member dues for incoming pledge classes as well as 

future house improvement projects. 

Lastly, I would like to give a sincere thank you to all of our graduating 
seniors. I cannot express how grateful I am to have had the opportunity 
to know all of you and the privilege of calling you my brothers and sis-
ters. I wish you all the best and know you have bright futures ahead of 
you. Don’t be strangers! If you’re ever in the neighborhood, you will al-

ways have a home at 214 Thurston Ave. 

George Stack ‘19, Chancellor 

 
 

House Manager Report 
 

Over the course of the past year, the house 

has experienced many drastic improvements 

through the guidance of Carter Collins ‘19 

(outgoing House Manager).  The Formal 

Room and Middaugh Room have been re-

vamped with new flooring, which resembles 

a wood grain floor.  Additionally, new couch-

es have replaced the old, well–loved couch-

es. Through the continuing efforts of George 

Stack ’19, the WiFi throughout the house 

has been improving to better meet the grow-

ing needs of the house.  With the upcoming 

summer, a mild update is scheduled for the 

upstairs bathroom to improve ventilation of 

the showers and to replace the deteriorating 

toilet stalls and sinks.  Flooring similar to the 

Formal Room and Middaugh room will also 

replace all of the carpeting to the hallways.  

It has been a pleasure serving as the house 

manager thus far and I look forward to the 

exciting upcoming semester.  

Active Member News 

Pictured Left: Formal Room Renovation 2018 

Spring Spruce  up by Isabella Yannuzzi   ‘20 
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The Spring semester Faculty Wine and Cheese was a huge success! We had over 25 Cornell faculty mem-

bers attend the event including the Dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Kathryn Boor ‘80

(Associate Member ’16). Overall it was a wonderful evening of networking with new and returning faces. A 

big thank you to all who came out to the event! 

 

The annual House Awards Banquet was reestablished for 2018. Actives were able to mingle with Corpora-

tion Board members and alumni during a social hour before dinner. Seven actives received awards this year 

including Corrigan Herbert for the Middaugh Award, George Stack for the Middaugh Award, Anthony Arce 

for the Jeremy R. DeBlock Award, Stephanie Bishop for the Middaugh Award, Carter Collins for the Kent L. 

Wells Award and the Jeffrey W. DeGumbia Award, Collin Dillingham for the Robert C. Baker Award, and 

Alanna Staffin for the Middaugh Award. Along with these actives, alumna Wendy Weichert was also recog-

nized by Alpha Zeta National as Alumni of the Year! Congratulations to all our 2018 award winners! 

 

Member Activities 2018 

Faculty Wine and Cheese Spring 2018 — Very excited that Dean Kathryn Boor ‘80, Associate Member ‘16  

could join us (upper right)! 

CALS Trust Update: Academic Enrichment  Awards — By the Numbers: 

 Fall 2017 semester was the 12th round of AE grants 

 13 grants awarded totally $11,900 

 Spring 2018 awarded 12 grants totaling $10,995. 

 This year AZ Alumni have awarded $104,945 to help members explore opportunities since the 

program’s inception!  

Wendy Weichert ‘89, AE Grants Coordinator 

Faculty Wine and Cheese & Awards Banquet 
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Ag Day on the New Ag Quad 

On Friday April 20th members of Alpha 
Zeta were excited to host their first Ag Day 
on the newly renovated Ag Quad. The 
event included many activities for the public 
including a corn eating contest, a hay bale 
toss, a grill off, cow chip bingo, and 
more.  There were also free samples of 
numerous agricultural products including 
Chobani yogurt, Cabot Cheddar Cheese, 
cheese curds made by the Cornell cheese 
club, apples from the Cornell Orchards, 
and maple products made by AZ’s very 

own Justin Dye ‘19!  

In addition to the activities we were able to 
work with the Cornell teaching farm to have 
lambs, a fistulated cow, and even a minia-
ture horse on display with which passersby 
could stop and interact. Along with the free 
samples, Mini - the miniature horse 
seemed to be the star of the show drawing 
the biggest crowds and the most inter-
est.  In order to expand and diversify the 
event, we invited numerous agricultural-
related organizations on campus to table at 
the event including Block and Bridle, FFA, 

and the Dilmun Hill Farmers to name a few. 

Despite the cold weather, we interacted 
with well over 300 students and faculty on 
campus and we were able to raise over 
$400  at the food booth, which was donat-
ed to Tompkins County 4-H.   All in all, we 
had a great time educating the Cornell 
community about the importance of agricul-
ture in our community and we look forward 
to continuing to do so in the coming semes-

ters! 

Stephanie Bishop ‘19,  

Pictured Right: Justin Dye ‘19 preparing Dr. 

Baker’s BBQ chicken for Slope Day Picnic 

Spring Activities 

House Scholarship Recipients (L-R): Corrigan Herbert ‘19, 

George Stack ‘19, Anthony Arce ‘18, Stephanie Bishop ‘19, 

Carter Collins ‘19, Collin Dillingham‘18, Alanna Staffin, ‘19.   

Spreading the word about Agriculture at Cornell  

Congrats for House Scholarship Awards! 
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   Alumni Connections 

Allyson Wentworth ‘20 and Marete Seymour ‘19 visit 

with Ray Ferrand ‘41 to celebrate his 100th Birthday! 

James White ‘39 at Reunion holding a copy 

of the Jan 1939 AZ News he wrote as Scribe. 

Alumni Contributions to Food Science 

James White ’39, Ph.D. ’44, (above) first set foot in 

Stocking Hall when he arrived on campus as a fresh-

man in 1934 to study bacteriology. As faculty member 

in the former Department of Dairy Industry, he en-

riched the building with his expertise in milk safety 

and dairy engineering—and enlivened it with his flair 

for storytelling—until his retirement in 1972.  A confer-

ence room in the renovated Stocking Hall is named in 

his honor.  Jim continues to be a passionate advocate 

for the environment and the consummate Cornellian!  

Caleb K. ‘35 & Janet Hobbie  

Library Fund Update 

 

Caleb and Janet attended the new AZ House dedication 

in 1993 and thought the library was “quite out of date.” 

Janet was a librarian and Caleb was an avid reader.  In 

1997, $25,000 was presented to Cornell as part of a larg-

er gift with the proceeds going to AZ for annual library 

purchases.  The University Library system has consolidat-

ed and the funds are being transferred to the CALS 

Dean’s office.   

At the same time, the fund administration is now being 

administered by a committee of the Alumni Board, CALS 

Trust, and the AZ Librarian.   

The fund provides for purchasing texts and also support-

ing the internet connectivity across the house.  We think 

the Hobbies would be proud of the  current actives’ use of 

the library.  

SAVE THE DATE:  Homecoming 2018                               

Saturday, September  22, 2018 

11:00 am  National Initiation 

Noon Lunch with Business Meeting to follow 

3:00 pm     Cornell vs Yale Football game 
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   Alumni Connections 

Have alumni news to share?    Contact Dick Church at: RAC15@cornell.edu or mail to: Alpha Zeta, PO 

Box 5077, Cortland, NY 13045 or George Stack, Chancellor at alphazetacu@gmail.com.  

Thanks to Dick Church ‘64 and George Stack ‘ 19 for collecting and capturing these fine AZ alumni moments!  

Randy Hulle ‘78 shared an update:   My wife and I live in Owen, Wiscon-

sin, just south of Canada.  We moved here to be closer to the grandkids and 

children as both sons and our daughter live locally.  We have six grandchil-

dren and our daughter is expecting a baby in August.  We enjoy the area, and 

return to NY for special occasions.  I have lost track of where those of my era 

are, but think of them often.  I am blind and need help with walking, but am 

doing fine.  Write to Randy at: 330 North Ash Street #203, Owen, WI  54460-

9512. 

 Row 1:  Abu Jalloh ‘10, Tom Linden ‘07, Scott Tucker ‘10, Shane Rothermel ‘10, Marlene Van Es ‘11,  
Mike Gould ‘11, Veronica Palladino ‘12, Jess May ‘11, Nicole Huynh, Catie Dymond ‘13, Brigitte Buckbee ‘08, 

Elizabeth Buck ‘11, Dana Bohman ‘12, Amanda Forstater ‘13 

Row 2:  Brian Crandall ‘10, Chris Castellano ’10, Dan Demeree ‘11, Sarah Orlowski ‘14, John Orlowski 

‘10, Caroline Salisbury ‘13, Will McCaffrey ‘10, Carolyn Abbott ‘10, Emmaline Long ‘12, Patty Dalglish ‘11,  

Gianni Parente ‘14 

Todd Snyder ‘93 shared an update:  The home-

brewing adventure that started in 1990 at the AZ kitch-

en has turned into a distillery.  Niagara Craft Spirits is 

a farm distillery making vodka and whiskey from local 

corn along with gins and limoncello from local wines.  

It would be great to see some AZ alums!  Stop by at 

4408 Ridge Road, Cambria, NY.                                    

Niagracraftspirits.com.   
Todd’s hard work at Niagara Craft Spirits! 

John Orlowski ’10 and Caroline Salisbury ’13 Wedding —   AZ members (L to R)  
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Officers 

2018 UNDERGRADUATE OFFICERS 
 

Chancellor: …..….……George Stack ‘19 
Censor: ………..Christel-Remy Kuck ‘20  
Scribe:………..…….. Hannah Merrill ‘19   
Treasurer: ……….Stephanie Bishop ‘19  
Chronicler: ……….….Marlie Lukach ‘20  
House Manager: ……..…Justin Dye ‘19 
Steward: ………...Isabella Yannuzzi ‘20  
Pledge Master: ………Carter Collins ‘18  
Pledge Educator: Caitlyn Robertson ‘20  
Rush Co-Chair: .....Valerie Weisbeck ‘20 
Rush Co-chair….. Marete Seymour ‘19   
 

Alumni Records               

Alpha Zeta Fraternity       

PO Box 5077          

Cortland, NY  13045  

         Alumni Officers 

                     Corporation Board 

President………….….. Jeffrey A. Perry '89 
Vice President: …..…Bonnie Muffoletto '88 
Secretary:..Rebecca Tallmadge-Ingram '98 
Treasurer: ………….…....Glenn Gabriel '97 
Endowment Secretary: .John Brouillette '86 
 
Members at Large: 
Rebecca Franklin '92 
Jessica May '11 
Kimberly Farrell Fleming '87 
Judy Moody '05 
  

                      Advisors 
Timothy J. Oonk '86 (Associate ‘03) 
Cindy van Es (Associate ‘08) 

Todd Schmit  (Wisconsin Gamma ‘ 90) 

Annual Dues:  Please consider sending your annual dues of $50 (made out  

to CALS Charitable Trust) to the AZ Alumni, PO Box 5077, Cortland, NY 13045 

address.  The Corp Board and CALS Trust are coordinating efforts in support-

ing the actives.  The annual support will allow the Trust to continue to grow 

and support future actives.  Jeff Perry ‘89 Corp Board President.                      

(Pay pal is not working as of this printing) 


