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Check us out on 
Facebook! 

 Our Facebook site is: 
 Alpha Zeta Fraternity — 
Cornell Chapter 
at the link:  
https://www.facebook.com/

AZ NEWS 
July 2020 SUMMER EDITION 

2020 SUNY Chancellor’s 

Award for Student Ex-

cellence! 

Amrit Hingorani ‘20 was 

one of four seniors 

earning this award.    

Amrit created life sci-

ences activities for high 

school students in Co-

lumbia and helped es-

tablish animal care clin-

ics in Peru.  Congratula-

tions Amrit! 

• AZ Alumni VIRTUAL

Summer Picnic

 Aug 8, 2020 at 10am
hosted by Kim Fleming ‘87 
and Jeff Perry '89
Email Jeff at 
jap255@cornell.edu for a 
Zoom Link!  

INCOMING NEW MEMBERS FOR SPRING 2020 

Top (L to R): Tiffany Chan, Colden Proe, Kristen Briney, Angela Shen, and Ella Johnson 

Bottom (L to R): Sophie McComb, Nelson Liu, and Payton Fleming 

New Member Introductions: 

Colden Proe is a third-year Viticulture & Enology major from Canandaigua, NY. He's excit-
ed to be joining his friends at AZ after seeing all the neat things that the fraternity has been 
up to! He's looking forward to helping in our garden, getting the piano tuned (and played!) 
and helping to plan events focused around botany and food justice. He's thrilled to be a part 
of AZ! 

Nelson Liu is a first year student from Brooklyn  focusing on Nutritional Science and Biom-
etry & Statistics.  He joined AZ due to its place as a non-traditional fraternity that values 
academics as much as it values social and service events. This was an important factor for me 
as I believe that developing character and leadership at a university such as Cornell go hand 
in hand with scholarship, and our focus on agriculture and academics goes a long way to 
create a household of accomplished leaders. 

Angela Shen is a junior studying environmental science, concentrating in environmental 
biology. I am from Fremont, Ca. In my free time, I like to go on hikes, watch movies, and try 
new foods. I also love to paint!  I joined Alpha Zeta for the purposes of meeting new people 
and honing my passions. I can now confidently say that through joining Alpha Zeta, I’ve met 
the most inspiring people—people build me up and constantly push me to chase my passions. 
I am now more determined than ever to contribute to the Alpha Zeta community by demon-
strating perseverance and leadership in every aspect of my life. I can not wait to make more 
memories with my new beloved AZ family! 

Kristen Briney is a freshman studying biology in CALS. She is excited about potentially 
hosting the NALC agriculture conference next spring! 

https://www.facebook.com/AZCornellChapter/
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Congratulations to our 2020 Seniors ! 

. 

Ag Day Sack Race Event! 

While at Alpha Zeta, Christel-Remy Kuck enjoyed her time serving the members of 
the house through positions as Censor and New Member Educator. Even though she is 
not from an agricultural background, Christel-Remy has been grateful for the opportuni-
ties Alpha Zeta has given her and she has become very involved in the house’s major 
outreach event, Ag Day. However, the best gift Alpha Zeta has given her is the memo-
ries with her best friends who have become family. In the fall, Christel-Remy will be 
joining the Freshman Class at Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine and 
will remain involved in Alpha Zeta as the Live-In Advisor and Facilities Manager.  

Cameron Hsieh has had a great time learning from his fellow mem-
bers! Whether it be making late-night snacks or studying with his 
pledge-class siblings, Cameron will never forget the amazing mem-
ories he has made during his time at Alpha Zeta. In the future, 
Cameron hopes to be pursuing a career to combine his love for da-
ta science and nutrition. 

Valerie Weisbeck has loved being a part of AZ and has felt that it has been her 
home away from home. It has given her the best friends she could ask for and a 
sense of belonging at Cornell. Her favorite memories are her own initiation and 
then crying at every subsequent initiation. She will also cherish the memory of 
her great uncle Jim Weisbeck coming to her national initiation. Valerie will always 
have a special place in her heart for the two pledge classes she brought into the 
house as Rush Chair. She will miss living in the house and being able to relax 
after a long day at house dinners with her friends. In the fall, Valerie will be pursu-
ing her master’s degree in Urban Planning (focusing on Community Health and 
Food Systems) at the University at Buffalo.  

     SPRING 2020 CHALLENGES: 

I write to congratulate our 2020 seniors and the full membership that responded professionally and 

decisively to develop in-house protocols to keep those that remained at the house safe and healthy 

during the COVID19 pandemic challenges our state faces.  I sincerely miss being able to personally 

congratulate our seniors as they look to start the next chapter of their professional lives.  AZ is prepar-

ing to open in the fall following University guidelines to maintain a safe and healthy living environment 

for our members as they continue to provide leadership on campus and off.  Our picnic and annual 

meeting will be virtual this year to minimize exposure risk while COVID19 continues to be a factor.  

The Alumni Corporation Board congratulates the seniors and looks forward to seeing many of our 

Alumni in 2021!  The link for our Zoom Virtual Picnic on August 8 is:  

 https://cornell.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJApfu-hqT8sEtXW0XyuU8q5kX1ahIn9PVxJ

Jeff Perry ‘89  Alumni Board President 
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Being a member of Alpha Zeta has been an incredible experience and Allyson Wentworth is so 
glad that she decided to join her Freshman year. She doesn't believe she would be the leader she 
is today if it wasn’t for her involvement with Alpha Zeta, and she is proud to have served as the 
Chancellor in 2019 and that she will continue to serve Alpha Zeta in her position as the Student 
Representative on the High Council. She will be working this summer as a Field Technician with 
Syngenta in North Rose, NY performing crop destruct trials on onions and potatoes. Upon graduat-
ing in December 2020, she plans to work as an agricultural consultant within the Finger Lakes re-
gion specializing in hopyard and vineyard management.  

Amrit Hingorani has loved his time at AZ and has really enjoyed the funny moments from the 
house intramural basketball team to awards at the end of some meetings. AZ has given him a lot 
of laughs and a great group of people he can call his brothers and sisters. He came in knowing 
very little about agriculture but through the members of the house, he was able to learn a great 
deal more about the field and how it impacts his everyday life. As a result, he became very inter-
ested in nutrition and food security and is looking into these fields as potential areas of research in 
the future! After graduation, he plans to take a couple of gap years to gain experience and to travel 
the world and learn about various cultures and lifestyles. He then plans to pursue an MD/PhD pro-
gram with the hopes of working in a teaching hospital one day! To any younger members, he 
would say to just enjoy the time you have at Cornell! It is a really special time and nothing quite 
compares to it. Take advantage of the opportunities available and form real connections with the 
people around you! Most importantly, never forget to be adventurous and goofy. 

  Marlie Lukach is continuing her education in a Plant Breeding and Genetics PhD 
program at Cornell University working on nutritional aspects of vegetable crops. During 
her time in AZ, Marlie held the roles of Chronicler, Social Chair, and Senior Ag Day 
chair. She has enjoyed the opportunities AZ has provided such as going to NALC and 
receiving CALS Charitable Trust funds to allow her to travel to Greece and Kenya for 
internships. Marlie's advice for younger members is to embrace everyone's diverse 
backgrounds and be respectful to one another. 

Some of Nicole Menetski’s most cherished memories throughout her entire college career have 

come from being a part of AZ. From late night talks to parties, AZ has given her the people she will 

always keep in touch with. Being a part of AZ can be challenging at times with living with so many 

people, but the advice I'd give to younger members is that no matter how stressed and over-

whelmed the house may make you feel at times, you are extremely lucky to be a part of it. AZ is 

just a giant family! You've got the crazy aunts and uncles, the fun loving cousins, the caring moms, 

and the fighting siblings, but no matter what category you fall into, we're all family. AZ has helped 

Nicole remember not to take anything for granted and has taught her who she wants to be. AZ al-

lows you to surround yourself with the best group of people and she has never met so many amaz-

ing people. With the last half of her senior spring unfinished, she has never been so thankful to AZ 

for all of the memories that it has given her. 

Congratulations to our 2020 Seniors!!!
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After Marina Timmerman graduates, she will be working with the animals she is most passion-
ate about, which are small animals. AZ was always a home for her when I transferred to Cor-
nell her sophomore year. Some of her greatest memories are Ag Day, Wine & Cheese, and 
just hanging out at the house with other members. Her advice for younger members is to try 
and be involved as much as you can because it's worth it.  

Audrey Shuttack's major in Food Science and membership in Alpha Zeta has given her a 
fulfilling undergraduate career she could not have had at many other universities. She en-
gaged in applied programs with travel components in India and Belize enabling her to im-
merse in global food systems. She has shared her knowledge and passion for Food Sci-
ence among her AZ sisters and brothers in Applied Agriculture presentations ranging from 
topics of pickling to garden-based learning. Audrey has enjoyed taking leadership in Cor-
nell organizations such as Chocolate and Confections Technology Club as well Product 
Development Club giving her the opportunities to outreach to the greater community. 
These opportunities and experiences have opened doors for her to pursue the career she 
prepared for as a Product Developer in the Food Industry 

After graduation, Lily-Anne Trainor will immediately begin an advanced track program to 
obtain her MAT in Biology and Agricultural Education. She is thankful for the many oppor-
tunities AZ has given her and the lessons it has taught her. She has enjoyed finding a 
community of ag lovers (so she could embrace my inner aggie!) and every chance AZ has 
given her to educate others about agriculture. She has held the positions of Censor and 
Morale Chair, as well as being on numerous committees. She would advise younger mem-
bers to take full advantage of every opportunity AZ provides and to always strive to be 
more kind, further the purpose of AZ, and give back.  

Haoguang Yang’s plan after graduation is to continue to study plant genetics in Rutgers 
for his MS and possibly PhD. He really enjoyed his three years in AZ. He will always 
remember my initiation night when his brothers and sisters hugged him and welcomed 
him to the AZ family. He has enjoyed his experience with all his brothers and sisters from 
very different backgrounds than his own and really found a home 7000 miles from his 
own. 

2020 Senior Members 
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Thanks to AZ, Jenna Bernhardt was able to really prepare for her future as a veterinarian, 
not only by connecting with like-minded individuals in the chapter, but by having access to 
opportunities such as research with zoonotic diseases in cattle.  Jenna will be attending 
Royal Veterinary College in England in the fall. 

In her time as a member of Alpha Zeta, Isabella Yannuzzi served as the Steward, a 
member of the Ag Day Committee, the Horticulturalist, and a Recruitment Chair. After 
graduating this spring with a bachelor's degree in Plant Science, Isabella will be working 
for Professor Kerik Cox in his plant pathology lab. She is planning to pursue a graduate 
degree in the 2021 academic year in the field of plant breeding and genetics, more 
specifically in the areas of disease and insect resistance . 

While at Alpha Zeta, Caity Robertson has taken on many leadership roles as a member 
of the Ag Day and Social Committees and as the Sustainability Chair. Additionally, some 
of her best memories are being a New Member Educator to act as a mentor for potential 
members. She will always remember the amazing friends she has made in her time at Al-
pha Zeta, even as she enters the Class of 2024 at Tufts Veterinary School. She is plan-
ning to become a veterinary surgeon, and she has a great interest in equine sports medi-
cine. 

In her time at Alpha Zeta, Marete Seymour has had a great time getting close to her 
pledge class siblings as well as other members of the house. Marete was a great Social 
Chair and had a great time planning exciting bonding events for the house, including each 
semester’s formal. In the future, Marete hopes to continue pursuing her passion for fer-
mentation and microbiology research. 

2020 Senior Highlights Continued 
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CALS Charitable Trust HIGHLIGHT 

The CALS Charitable Trust would like to highlight Allyson Wentworth (AgSci/ Viticul-
ture&Enology, 2020).  During her undergraduate education, Allyson has received multiple aca-
demic enrichment grants for a variety of internships and experiences that align perfectly with the 
Trust’s mission.   

I am profoundly grateful for having received four CALS Charitable Trust Academic Enrichment 
Grants for various internships and conferences to enhance my skills and progress the goals 
of Alpha Zeta. My experiences have included working as an Integrated Pest Management 
scout on a 1,500 acre hop farm in the Yakima Valley of Washington and on a 30 acre hop 
farm in Willet, NY. I also had the opportunity to take the Fall 2018 semester off to complete 
an internship at Sheldrake Point Winery in Ovid, NY as a Vineyard/Cellar Intern. This past Fall I attended the Alpha Zeta 
Chapter Leadership Summit held in Grand Rapids, MI where we learned techniques for recruiting new members to our 
Fraternity. For each of these experiences I was awarded grants to help cover my transportation and housing costs. 
Without the help from CALS Charitable Trust, I may not have been able to make these experiences feasible.  

On Thursday nights, we hold an in-house event called Applied Agriculture where members can speak on a topic they 
are passionate about or an experience that they have had. Frequently, the experiences presented on are ones that 
were made possible by the Academic Enrichment Grants. This weekly event allows each of our members to learn 
something new about agriculture and celebrate our interests and accomplishments.  

I am incredibly thankful that our alumni continue to donate to the Trust so that every single brother and sister who ap-
plies is able to cover the costs of their experiences. These grants have directly helped many of our members make in-
ternships possible and your continued donations will allow the future members of Alpha Zeta to have fulfilling experienc-
es that will contribute in positive ways to the Fraternity and their careers.  

Allyson Wentworth '20 
========================================================================================== 

CALS Charitable Trust 

Allyson Wentworth ‘20, 

Yakima Valley, WA 

Through the generous contributions of AZ alumni, the CALS Charitable Trust academic enrichment pro-
gram fosters the educational goals of CALS undergraduate students; specifically, active members of Alpha 
Zeta fraternity, by providing financial support for activities that complement and enhance student’s academic 
experience at Cornell, and for which funding is often not available.  Many of our spring applicants had plans 
derailed by the pandemic, some were able to arrange alternate opportunities.  Below are the spring 2020 
grant awardees: 

Emma Davis (AnSci 2022) Internships canceled.  Plan B: Summer living expenses in Ithaca while working at 
the Cornell Equestrian Center. 

Agnes Guillo (AnSci 2021) Summer living expenses at AZ for internship with Cornell Small Farms program to 
work on a Specialty Mushroom cultivation and urban agriculture project. 

Lauren Jung (Food Sci 2021) Summer living expenses associated with internship at Unilever Corp R&D, Chi-
cago, IL. 

Colden Proe (Viticulture&Enology 2022) Internship canceled.  Plan B: volunteering at Sonneberg Gardens, 
Canandaigua, NY. 

Connor Tamor (Environment & Sustainability 2022) Summer living expenses at AZ for research internship in 
the Department of Natural Resources studying soil chemistry. 

Allyson Wentworth, AgSci/Viticulture&Enology 2020, summer living expenses while working for Syngenta as 
a Field Technicican performing crop destruct trials for potatoes, onions, corn and small grains in North Rose, 
NY. 

Wendy Weichert ‘89,  Academic Enrichment Award Coordinator 
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   Alumni Connections! 

Have alumni news to share?    Contact Dick Church at: RAC15@cornell.edu or mail to: Alpha Zeta, PO 

Box 5077, Cortland, NY 13045.     

Many thanks to Dick Church ‘64 for collecting and capturing these AZ alumni moments! 

Passing of a Dear AZ Alum: 

    We're sad to report the passing of George Lamont ‘57 (1937—2020)  on March 13, 2020 in Saranac Lake, NY, 
where George retired a few years ago.  

The article title shown below, and quote illustrate the impact George had on the apple industry during his lifetime. 

" G e o rg e  L a mo nt ,  i n f l ue nt i a l  a p p l e  i nd u s t r y  l e a d e r  l o c a l l y  a nd  n a t i o n a l l y ,  d i e s  a t  a g e  
8 3 "        Article by Tom Rivers, Batavia, NY  Editor Posted 6 April 2020 at 12:06 pm 

These are part of a complete report of George's life and legacy as an apple industry leader which can be accessed  at 
this site:  https//orleanshub.com/george-lamont.orge-uential-apple-industry-leader-locally-and-nationally-dies-at-age-
83/ 

Not included is a report of his Cornell days, nor his involvement in AZ. During his sophomore year, George was select-
ed to be the 1st Cornell Exchange student to the Swedish College of Agriculture at Uppsala. His involvement led to the 
arrangement of the "Swede" coming to Cornell to spend the first semester at AZ and the second at AGR. George led 
the effort to organize a 50 year anniversary of the program in October 2015, an occasion that brought many AZ's that 
followed his footsteps to represent CALS in Sweden over the next 2 decades. Another  memorable event which George 
shared with George Stack '19 during the 2017 Reunion was the time the AZ brothers moved George's car up onto the 
front porch when he was away, and George was quite "astounded" to find his car there when he returned!! This was at 
least the second time in Cornell AZ history this has happened.  

George was preceded at Cornell and AZ by his father, Tom Lamont '27, and followed by his brother, Roger '64, all 
"apple men", and leaders in their own right, who played a role in the Lamont Fruit Farm on Densmore Rd. in Albion. 
We extend our sympathy to George's family. 

https://orleanshub.com/george
  AZ FL Luncheon 2/5/20  Front - L-R: Dan Bouck '65, Jim Carter '60, Ralph Miller '60, Roy Curtiss '56, Dick Church 

'64, Bill Holman '50, Ted Winsberg '52, and George Payne '52. Top photo L-R:  Craig Yunker '72, Russ Kaegebein '67, 

George Beyer '65, DVM, Dave Hancock '71, DVM, Stuart Swiler '80, Ray Pray '59, DVM, Bill GIfford '82, and Amanda 

Forstater '13.   Missing from photo  Dick Barie '65, and Bob Bitz '52.   

https://orleanshub.com/george-lamont-influential-apple-industry-leader-locally-and-nationally-dies-at-age-83/
https://orleanshub.com/george-lamont-influential-apple-industry-leader-locally-and-nationally-dies-at-age-83/
https://orleanshub.com/george-lamont-influential-apple-industry-leader-locally-and-nationally-dies-at-age-83/
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Officers 

2020 UNDERGRADUATE OFFICERS 

Chancellor: ..……..  Mary Garrison ‘21 
Censor: …….…….   Emma Silva ‘22 
Scribe:………..…..     Caitlin Russotti ‘22 
Treasurer: ……….     Joe Naughton ‘22 
Chronicler: ………   Rachel Giordano ‘22 
House Manager: …...…      Will Guru ‘21 
Steward: ………….….... Erin Scannell ‘21 
New Member Educator:   Peter Burritt ‘22 
New Member Educator:    Julia Meyer ‘22 
Recruitment Chair:    Isabella Yanuzzi ‘20 
Rush Chair ………..Diego Hernandez ‘22 

Alumni Records     

Alpha Zeta Fraternity 

PO Box 5077     

Cortland, NY  13045  

         Alumni Officers
 Corporation Board 

President………….….. Jeffrey A. Perry '89 
Vice President: …..…Bonnie Muffoletto '88 
Secretary:..Rebecca Tallmadge-Ingram '98 
Treasurer: ………….…....Glenn Gabriel '97 
Endowment Secretary: .John Brouillette '86 

Members at Large: 
Rebecca Franklin '92 
Jessica May '11 
Kimberly Farrell Fleming '87 
Judy Moody '05 

     Advisors 
Timothy J. Oonk '86 (Associate ‘03) 
Cindy van Es (Associate ‘08) 
Todd Schmit  (Wisconsin Gamma ‘ 90) 

Annual Dues:  Please consider sending your annual dues of $50 (made out  

to CALS Charitable Trust) to the AZ Alumni, PO Box 5077, Cortland, NY 13045 

address.  The Corp Board and CALS Trust are coordinating efforts in support-

ing the actives.  The annual support will allow the Trust to continue to grow 

and support future actives.  Jeff Perry ‘89 Corp Board President.  (Pay pal is 

still available on the CALS Trust page  — www.alphazeta-cornell.org) 




